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Select Readings: 
Constitution of India: Government of India. 
G. Austin: The Indian Constitution: Cornerstone of a Nation. 
G. Austin: Working a Democratic Constitution 
S.K. Chaube: The Constituent Assembly--- Springboard of a Revolution (latest edition). 
M.V. Pylee: India’s Constitution. 
S.C. Kashyap ed.: Perspectives on the Constitution. 
R. Bhargava (ed.): Politics and Ethics of the Indian Constitution. 
D. D. Basu: Introduction to the Constitution of India. 
S. K. Chaube: The Making and Working of the Indian Constitution. 
B. Shankar and V. Rodrigues: The Indian Parliament: A Democracy at Work P. B. Mehta and N. Jayal 
(eds.): The Oxford Companion to Politics in India. D. Kapur and P. B. Mehta (eds.): Public Institutions 
inIndia. 
B. Kirpal et.al (eds.): Supreme but not Infallible: Essays in Honour of the Supreme Court of India.                                                                                                                            
B. Arora and D. Verney (eds.): Multiple Identities in a Single State: Indian Federalism in a 
Comparative Perspective. 

ভারতীয়সংিবধান (বাংলাসং�রণ) 
দগূ �াদাসবসু:ভারেতরসংিবধানপিরচয় 
সুভাষিসকাশ�প :আমােদরসংিবধান (অনুবাদঃপাথ �সরকার) 
অমলকুমারমুেখাপাধ�ায় :ভারতীয়সংিবধােনরসহজপাঠ 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--- 
 

SEMESTER –III 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MPLS-MD- -CC-3-3: Politics in India I: Structures 

Course Objectives:  

This course, being complementary to the next core course (CC-5), seeks to stress on the structural 
dimensions of Indian politics, within which the political process operates. With the nature and trends 
in Indian politics background, it familiarizes the students with the ‘backbone’ of the political process. 

Learning Outcomes: After completing the course the students will be able to understand: 

1. The systemic, ideological and programmatic aspects of political parties 

2. The rationale of major interest groups 

3. The electoral logistics 

4. The rationale and structural dynamics of civil service 

 
Module I: 
1. Politics in India: nature and trends. 

2. Party system: features and trends – major national political parties in India: ideologies and 
programmes. Rise of state-centric political parties: Overview. Major political parties in West Bengal: 
ideologies and programmes. 

3. Interest groups: role of business groups; working class, peasants. 
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Module II: 

4. Election Commission: composition, functions, role. Electoral reforms. 

5. Federal institutions: Inter-governmental forums--- Interstate Council, Zonal Councils: composition, 
function, role; Finance Commission. 

6. Civil Service: evolution; role; Generalist versus Specialist debate; Neutrality issue. 

Select Readings: 

N.G. Jayal and P.B. Mehta (eds.), The Oxford Companion to Politics in India. 
Sudipta Kaviraj (ed.), Politics in India. 
Partha Chatterjee, State and Politics in India. 
Z. Hasan (ed.) Parties and Party Politics in India. 
Z. Hasan, Parties and Party Politics in India. 
S. R. Maheswari, Public Administration in India: The Higher Civil Service. 
P. DeSouza and E. Sridharan (eds.) India’s Political Parties. 
R. Bhargava (ed.) Politics and Ethics of the Indian Constitution. 
E. Sridharan, Coalition Politics and Democratic Consolidation in Asia. 
S. K. Das, The Civil Services in India: Oxford India Short Introductions. 
Subrata Mitra, Politics in India: Structure, Processes and Policy. 
L. Lobo, M. Sahu and J. Shah (eds.), Federalism in India: Towards a Fresh Balance of Power. 
R. Hardgrave and S. Kochanek: India: Government and Politics in a Developing Nation (Latest 
edition). 
Devesh Kapur and Pratap Bhanu Mehta, Rethinking Public Institutions in India. 
Sudha Pai, Constitutional and Democratic Institutions in India: A Critical Analysis. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

SEMESTER –IV 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MPLS-MD-CC-4-4: Indian Political Thought – I 

Course Objectives:   
This paper is designed for a mix of basic and intensive understanding of some important concepts 
and themes shaping Indian political thought. It takes off from the ancient times and navigating 
through the medieval period it reaches the modern era.   
 
Learning outcomes:  
After completion of this course, students will be able to:  

1. Acquaint themselves with the nature and form of statecraft of the ancient India.  
2. Explain the core ideas in Medieval political thought. 
3. Understand the landmark initiatives in Modern Indian political thought. 
4. Critically engage with the evolution of political thought in India over centuries.  

 

Module I: 

1 Ancient Indian political ideas: overview.  
2. Kautilya: Saptanga theory, Dandaniti, Diplomacy. 
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