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Foreword 

 

It gives me immense pleasure to present the inaugural volume of The Delta Perspectives: Many 

Voices, the bilingual half-yearly magazine of Sibani Mandal Mahavidyalaya. This magazine is a 

collective expression of our students and teachers, anchored in the unique geography, history, 

culture, biodiversity and lived realities of the Namkhana delta, including Mousuni and the 

surrounding islands. The first issue captures the heart of our delta through diverse write-ups—

folk narratives from Mousuni, insights into Sagarmela and Ghoramara, accounts of the economic 

conditions of Mousuni Island, and reflections on the devastating impact of Yash on Ghoramara. 

It also documents the medicinal richness of Sundarban flora, fish diseases affecting the local 

aquatic ecosystem, and the history of the ancient Shiva Temple of Patharpratima. Essays 

celebrating Banabibi, the forest goddess, and the traditional Manasa Puja of Namkhana remind 

us of the deep spiritual roots that bind our communities. Alongside these scholarly and cultural 

explorations, creative contributions from students add vibrancy to this volume: touching poetry 

on memory, motherhood, society, environmental suffering, tradition, patriotism and the agony of 

conflict; real-life travel stories such as the visit to Jorasanko; engaging short stories like “Ideal 

Bus Conductor”, “A Handful of Dream”, “Banalata”, and “Laraku Baba”; thoughtful free prose 

reflecting on village-city conversations, seasons, aspirations, gender issues, unemployment and 

the mysteries of love; and informative essays on science and technology, women’s education, the 

essence of cultural celebration, and the human cost of war. Through these many voices and 

perspectives, this magazine becomes a platform for encouraging curiosity, creativity and 

academic engagement rooted in our local heritage. I congratulate all contributors, editors and 

mentors who have worked with great enthusiasm to bring this first volume to life. I hope that The 

Delta Perspectives will continue to inspire, inform and deepen our connection with the delta that 

sustains us. I warmly welcome readers to join us on this journey of knowledge, culture and 

collective identity. 

Dr. Atish Dipankar Jana 
Principal 
Sibani Mandal Mahavidyalaya, Namkhana 
(First Volume — First Year) 
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Table 1 

War Date Average deaths per day 
Napoleonic 1790-1815 233 

Crimean 1854-1856 1075 
Balkan 1912-1913 1941 

World War I 1914-1918 5449 
World War II 1939-1945 7738 
(Hiroshima) August 6th, 1945 80,000 
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